
 

And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus. 
Philippians 4:19 

Bayone's Story 

Bayone is a poor child from Mbigou, a town deep in the rainforest of Gabon. Currently, it’s nearly impossible to get 
there because the roads are impassable during the rainy season. He has a serious heart problem, and when I met him for 
the first time last month, he could barely breathe. I gave him a follow up appointment, but he and his mom said they 
couldn’t come because of the cost of transportation. I promised if they could find the money for the trip for the two of 
them to the hospital, I’d personally pay their way home, 10 000 cfa, about $20. 

Bayone, had arrived for his visit, two days late, but still, he’d made an effort. It was an incredibly busy day. The 
pediatrician and I had just been unsuccessful in resuscitating a child with cerebral malaria, and the wailing of her mother 
was still resounding outside the office. Bayone was clearly breathing better than last time, and I was listening to his 
heart, when I saw his shoes. They were multiple sizes too small, in fact shoes for a much smaller child. They couldn’t be 
his shoes. He must have borrowed shoes from another kid in order to keep his appointment. It occurred to me that this 
might be my only chance to speak with Bayone about what is really important. He might not get another visit either 
about what is really important. He might not get another visit either because of finances or because his heart might just 
give out. 

So, I stopped everything else and I asked if he knows Jesus, and he said no. Then, I showed him the wordless book. He 
was so excited about the gold page and how heaven is a beautiful place with streets paved with gold. His face just 
beamed. I told him about how he could ask Jesus to forgive his sins and they’d be washed away, totally white. He was so 
ready. He didn’t need for me to pray and repeat after me. He prayed all on his own. Afterwards, I had a picture of the 
Alliance Church in Mbigou on my phone. I showed him the picture and he smiled and said, Hey, that’s in my town. I told 
him how I had been there to speak to the kids in the Sunday School. 

Here are just a few of the people waiting for my attention on the other side of the door during Bayone’s visit. Honoré a 
former hospital worker, with chest pain who really needs to have a cardiac cath, A young man whose left lung has been 
completely eaten away from tuberculosis. A pastor and his wife from a town three hours away. She has advanced AIDS, 
and he is devoted to her care. All of these people had problems which needed to be addressed urgently. It would have 
been so easy not to stop and look at a child’s shoes, and then not to take the time to share the good news. I wonder 
how many times I’ve missed someone that the Holy Spirit had prepared in advance for me. At least this time, when the 
Holy Spirit yelled over the clamor of Outpatient Consultation, “Hey, Look at the shoes!” I paid attention. 

The next day, I had to drive to Libreville to renew my residency card. As I drove through small Gabonese villages, the 
poverty is inescapable. I thought, “God, it’s not fair. This child is sick and doesn’t even have shoes? I have so much. Why 
haven’t you provided for him? It was like I heard back, “What he really needs most, isn’t shoes, but Jesus. I have 
provided for him by sending you half way around the world to tell him about Jesus and to help him.”



  Meet Bayone 

 

Wednesday night at midnight I was called because 
there was a fire near the Multi Drug Resistant TB 
ward and new Eye Center. The fire was in an electric 
box, and Paul was able to put it out with sand from 
the backhoe before it spread to the main building. 
The next morning he needed certain pieces of 
hardware to repair the damage. These were not 
available in the stores in Lebamba. Someone told 
him to try the supply truck, with the ladder on top 
stopped alongside the road. He did, and the truck 
had what we needed.  

 

The next night, Thursday evening, I was called 
because the lights were going on and off in the 
Emergency Department. Paul found that there was a 
major problem with the electricity on that side of the 
hospital campus. This started an operation involving 
most of the missionary team and visitors involving 
closing the Adult and Pediatric ERs, moving patients 
on oxygen to Maternity which had stable electricity, 
unplugging all the equipment in the lab, and moving 
the refrigerators in the lab and warehouse building. 

In the daylight of Friday morning, Paul and his team 
started the search for the problem. They located the 
problem to spliced wires high in the air, which had 
become unspliced and ungrounded. All of the 
electricity for the hospital needed to be off during 
this time. We saw patients in the dark and moved 
machines for urgent labs to Maternity. 

God provided for us. We did not need to do any 
emergency surgery during this time. We didn’t lose 
any patients or equipment. We prayed beforehand 
that the weather would hold out, as it would nearly 
impossible to climb the poles in a tropical downpour 
or in hot sun. Right after Paul finished, the sun came 
out. 

  



 

Praises 

• I'm so thankful for how God provides for our 
needs, whether it's for a poor child from Mbigou, 
pieces of hardware from a truck, finding the 
electric problem, or holding off emergency 
surgeries or holding off the weather. 

• Kids here received gifts from Operation 
Christmas Child right after I sent my last letter. 

 

Prayer Requests 

• Continue to pray for resolution of other electric 
issues. Some of these issues are very costly and 
must be addressed before the new Eye Center 
building can be used. 

• Pray for hospital finances. The local economy is 
not strong, and patients are poorer. Donations 
to the benevolent fund are very helpful. 

• Pray for the TB situation. (Some TB patients are 
pictured) The incidence here is one of the 
highest in the world.  

• Continue to pray for another primary care doctor 
and for a projects manager to work alongside 
Paul. 

 

Thank you for contributing to the CMA’s Great Commission Fund. Your gifts to the GCF make it possible for the 
Alliance to send me to Bongolo and to show God’s love around the world. Here are some ways you could 

designate a gift: Support of Renée Valach- goes to the Great Commission Fund toward allowance, etc. Work of 
Renée Valach- for special work projects related to my ministry BHAIDS Treatment. toward HIV treatment, 

particularly the pediatric patients. You can also give a gift through the CMA for the Bongolo Benevolent fund to 
help patients who can’t afford their care BH Poor Fund.? 
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